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New Birds

iWorldwide

The discovery of any new species 
in this increasingly explored 

planet of ours always causes excite-
ment in the global scientific com-
munity. It also spurs surges in con-
servation efforts that, in the current 
climate of eco-interest, stimulates ec-
otourism. Community development. 
Creation of new protected areas. The 
ripple effects are enormous!

 This holds very true for mega 
fauna but, with the exception of enig-
mas such as forest deer in Vietnam, 
yetis on the Tibet plateau, Loch Ness 
monsters, or the Congo 
mini-brontosaurus, there 
isn’t much left to find in 
that big beast department. Bi-

ologist E.O. Wil-
son suggests that 
perhaps 50 percent 
of species on earth 
are yet to be discovered, 
many of them quite 
small. Marine biologists 

concur, although some deep-ocean 
dwellers might be surprisingly large. 
The discovery of a new beetle in Ec-

uador or a toothy phosphorescent 
eel at 30 fathoms is unlike-
ly to draw tourists. But 
when it comes to new 

bird species, the discovery 
is quite a different matter, 

especially for “twitchers”: bird-
watchers willing to travel enormous 
distances for a new species or rare 
sighting. 

 Economics (my emphasis) puts 
a price on the value of an animal. 
An elephant, according to the David 
Sheldrick Wildlife Trusts, will bring 
$1.6 million to its host 
country if allowed to 

live out its full lifespan. In the U.S., 
bird watching is bigger than golf! 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
puts bird watchers at one-fifth of all 
Americans and, after some num-
ber crunching, calculated that bird 
watching contributes $36 billion to 
the U.S. economy annually.   

Many people find birds exciting. 
Statistics bear this out. London, sur-
prisingly, may be said to be one of 
the largest bird sanctuaries in Europe, 

with 30 percent of residents 
maintaining bird feeders 
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Getting There
Take f light with ANA and its par tner s 
to glimpse toucans in Brazil, ostriches in 
South Africa, or new owls in Indonesia for 
adventurous air travel!   

in their gardens. 
Membership of 
the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds continues to exceed mem-
bership of all British political parties 
(quite understandably). And when it 
comes to BirdLife International, we 
see a colossal membership of over 13 
million people! 

 From this global conservation 
partnership comes exciting news for 
any birder hoping to expand his or 
her checklist: BirdLife International 
has recently discovered a rather thrill-
ing collection of new species. It has 
produced an illustrated and colorful 
book to prove it. If you think you’ve 
seen them all, you haven’t. But isn’t 

that the point?
 All you twitchers! You 

now have 36 newly dis-
covered hummingbird 
species, 26 new owls and 
46 new species of par-

rot. Birdlife International 

has tried the seemingly impossible 
and has assembled the definitive col-
lection of our world’s birds in 4,428 
distribution maps, bird pictures, 
and more—just about all you’ll 
need. But the great book is 
serious carry-on: informative 
and weighty, almost hilari-
ous in its revelations, 
and possibly powerful 
enough to inspire you 
to go to Papua New 
Guinea.
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