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$799,187

33%

Research
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Conservation
$433,573

18%

Florida Fish & 
Wildlife Commission’s 

Marine Turtle 
Protection Program

70%

Sea Turtle 
Grants Program

30%

How your purchase is helping...
By renewing your Sea Turtle Specialty License Plate you 
provide critical financial support for the Sea Turtle Grants 
Program and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s Marine Turtle Protection Program. These 
programs support vital research, conservation and 
education programs that benefit sea turtles all around 
Florida.

The Sea Turtle Grants Program, which is administered by 
the non-profit Caribbean Conservation Corporation, has 
awarded over $2.4 million in grants for research, education 
and rehabilitation projects across Florida since 2001.
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O
ther w

ays you can help...
Tell your friends.
Spread the w

ord in your com
m

unity about 
how

 the Sea Turtle Specialty License Plate 
is supporting local organizations w

orking to 
protect sea turtles and their habitats.

Participate in a clean up.
Trash, especially plastics, is harm

ful to sea 
turtles and other w

ildlife. Participating in 
a coastal clean up is a great w

ay to help 
m

aintain healthy habitats for sea turtles. 

Follow
 turtle-friendly practices w

hen visiting 
nesting beaches.
Sim

ple actions, like turning off lights at night 
and collecting beach furniture off the beach, 
can m

ake a big difference for nesting sea 
turtles. If you do encounter a sea turtle on 
the beach, m

ake sure she is not disturbed. 
These sim

ple actions can help provide a safe 
environm

ent for nesting sea turtles to lay their 
eggs.

Visit H
elpingSeaTurtles.org for m

ore 
inform

ation.

Caribbean Conservation Corporation
4424 N

W
 13th St., Ste. B-11

G
ainesville, FL 32609

w
w

w.helpingseaturtles.org

Thank You! 
Your support is saving 

sea turtles.
HelpingSeaTurtles.org
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Education
Tour de Turtles by the Caribbean Conservation Corporation
The nonprofit Caribbean Conservation Corporation has received support from the Sea Turtle Grants Program to conduct 
its “Tour de Turtles” education program, which is increasing awareness about the migratory movements of Florida sea 
turtles and the myriad threats affecting their survival. This free online program uses satellite tracking devices to monitor 
the movements of sea turtles tagged at various 
nesting sites. Anyone with Internet access can 
watch where the turtles travel and learn about 
the threats to sea turtle survival. By closely 
tracking the distance each turtle swims, the Tour 
de Turtles includes a mock race to determine 
which of the participating animals can complete 
a sea turtle version of a marathon (26.2 hundred 
kilometers).  The event website includes fun 
games, quizzes, videos and resources to help 
school teachers to use the program as a teaching 
tool in the classroom. The 2010 Tour de Turtles 
will kick off August 1st with a live turtle release in 
Melbourne. Learn more at TourdeTurtles.org. 

Conservation
Sarasota Lighting Project by Sarasota County
 
Sarasota County received grant support for its 
“Partnership for Lighting Improvement Project.” 
The project was designed to minimize the effects 
of artificial lighting on sea turtles, while also addressing the safety needs of coastal residents and visitors. Sarasota County 
used funding from the Sea Turtle Grants Program, along with its own matching funds, to replace problem lights located 
near sea turtle nesting beaches with lights that will not disturb sea turtles.  Numerous types of lighting structures have 
been designed to provide adequate light for safety purposes without harming sea turtles. The 
Sea Turtle Grants Program supports this sort of project, especially when local 
governments supplement grant support with matching 
funds.

Research
Hawksbill Sea Turtle study by Larry Woods

Critically endangered hawksbill sea turtles rarely nest on 
Florida beaches, but they are found in our waters, particularly 
around nearshore reefs. Larry Wood, a biologist with the 
Zoological Society of the Palm Beaches, has received grant 
support since 2004 to conduct one of the few studies of this 
unique sea turtle species in Florida. So far he has tagged 
143 turtles as part of a study to gather information about 
the size, health and habits of hawksbills found on coral reef 
habitats along the east coast. Photographic identification also 
is being used to reference newly tagged turtles against an 
extensive photographic library compiled by local underwater 
photographers. With funding from the Sea Turtle Specialty 
License Plate, Larry Wood is gathering information that will 
help protect one of the rarest sea turtles found in Florida 
waters.

Diver performs photographic 
identification in Palm Beach 
County waters on a Hawskbill 
turtle

Onlookers observe a tagged sea turtle as it begins the mock race. 

News 
Update
Jack Hanna Supports 
Wildlife License Plates
As the organization responsible for 
marketing the Sea Turtle Specialty License 
Plate, the nonprofit Caribbean Conservation 
Corporation has teamed up with the organizations 
and state agencies affiliated with all the other 
conservation-themed specialty plates to raise awareness 
about how these plates are making a difference for Florida’s 
wildlife and habitats. 

Our first initiative was to recruit animal expert Jack Hanna 
to serve as spokesman 
for all of Florida’s 
conservation license 
plates. Hanna announced 
his endorsement of 
the Sea Turtle License 
Plate and the other 
conservation tags at 
the 2009 Florida Tax 
Collector’s Conference. 
In his presentation 
to tax collectors (the 
people who run the 
offices where specialty 
plates are sold), he 
explained the importance 
of protecting Florida’s 
unique ecosystems. Jack Hanna singled out the “Helping Sea 
Turtles Survive” plate when he showed a video of his recent 
trip to the Marathon Turtle Hospital, where he helped release 
a rehabilitated loggerhead turtle. As a spokesperson, Jack 
Hanna filmed a public service announcement encouraging 
all Floridians to purchase one of the state’s conservation 

specialty plates. The PSA will start airing on cable 
channels in spring 2010 or you can see it at 

HelpingSeaTurtles.org.

The Sea Turtle Specialty License Plate is the primary 
source of funding for Florida’s Marine Turtle Protection 
Program. It also supports the Sea Turtle Grants Program, 

which has awarded more than $2.5 million for projects 
benefitting Florida sea turtles since 2001.  A few 

of the Research, Education and Conservation 
projects supported by the grants program 

are highlighted in this brochure. 
For more information, visit 

HelpingSeaTurtles.org.
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