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Good things come to those who bait.

For more information visit www.mote.org/4reef

Every day, anglers play an important 
part in the preserving our oceans. 
Many game fish in Florida depend on 
coral reefs, and healthy reefs equal 
healthy fisheries - that’s a winning 
catch for all of us. 

Help ensure the future of Florida’s 
fishing grounds by purchasing a 
Protect Our Reefs license plate. 

Once again, it’s time to renew your license 
plates. It seems that the years fl y by and 

again, another car registration gets paid to 
our state. However, many of us have found a 
way to support the programs we love most, 
the ones that are near and dear to our hearts, 
by buying a specialty license plate.  

 Specialty licenses plates can be purchased 
in most of the DMV’s throughout the U.S., 
at registration and renewal time.  Th ese tags 
support a broad range of causes which include 
political, religious, social, environmental, ma-
rine, educational, military service, medical, 
cultural, local traditions and historical sites. 
It allows drivers to advertise, while fi nancially 
supporting their cause. Many states have over 
100 diff erence specialty plates to pick from.  

Coastal states have many opportunities to 
purchase license plates that support multiple 
causes in the marine environment. As anglers, 
divers and boaters, we understand how criti-
cal it is to have a healthy marine environment. 
We also understand that it is up to us to help 
promote the programs that will benefi t the 
water quality, wildlife, lakes, rivers, reefs and 
estuaries. 

According to stateline.org, the state of 
Virginia began sending $15 from each $25 
purchase and renewal, aft er the fi rst 1,000 
tags were sold, to Bay conservation eff orts, 
through the Chesapeake Bay plate. To date, 
it has generated $370,000 in conservation 
funds.  

If you have an interest that is very impor-
tant to you, go to your local tax collector or 
Division of Motor Vehicle offi  ce (DMV) when 
it is time to register your vehicle and pay the 
additional fee and help raise funds for your fa-
vorite interests.  Look at it as your yearly one-
time donation. It will make you feel good.

A Time for Giving! 
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By: CAM Staff 

The State budget defi cit will exceed $3 bil-
lion for 2010.  Th e constitution for our 

beloved state requires a balanced budget, so 
our elected offi  cials and heads of all the state 
departments are required to fi nd a quick so-
lution.

Now as we all know, there isn’t a politician 
on the planet who wants to publicly support a 
tax increase. State agency closed-door meet-
ings took place to solve the budget problem, 
and raise taxes without the public knowing it. 
Our friends at the State came up with what 
they considered to be a magic defi cit-cutting 
bullet by raising fees on something that al-
most every Floridian needs to survive in this 
world.  Th ey raised all vehicle registration fees 
in the state and now the average registration 
fees are up by +60%.

How is this not a tax increase?  Well, we’re 
not really sure but, regardless of your political 
views, common sense and logic dictates that 
when our State’s government raises the cost 
of something that its citizens are required to 
obtain, in order to be compliant with the law - 
it’s is a prime example of a broad-scale tax in-
crease.  No question about it. Th at’s just fact.

And if this supposed non-tax increase 
wasn’t enough, the DMV decided to charge 
even higher fees for the specialty license plate 
programs that donate to 113 non-profi t orga-
nizations across the state.

If you’re not already shaking your head in 
disbelief, here are a few basic facts about the 
specialty license plate program in Florida:

1. Each organization puts up $60,000 to start 
a plate, not a dime of public money from tax-
payers. Th e state gets to keep that money.
2. Th e program creates $37 million annually 

to non-profi ts, college education, social pro-
grams and environmental conservation.
3. Th e program has raised over $450 million 
for non-profi ts since inception.
4. Th e program costs the State nothing to man-
age or run.  It’s 100% self-fi nanced through 
the extra registration fees it charges, and the 
state takes an annual fee of over $600,000 di-
rectly from the proceeds that are donated to 
the specialty license plate organizations.
5. Specialty license plates generate more rev-
enue, per plate, than the standard Florida 
plate.
6. Th e specialty plate program provides thou-
sands of private sector jobs, statewide, many 
of which are in the fi shing, advocacy and con-
servation community. 

Aft er the fee increase on September 1, 
2009, a funny thing occurred that has left  our 
legislators and DMV offi  cials scratching their 
collective heads.  Overall, vehicle registra-
tions are actually down since the fee increase, 
but even more disturbing, the sales of new 
specialty licenses plates are down 60-90% 
across the board. Th e data is real and revenue 
received among the plates that support fi sh-
ing, advocacy, fi shing habitat restoration, re-
stocking programs, and the environment are 
being cut by 20-30%, which matches up near-
ly dollar for dollar with a 60-90% decrease in 
new plate sales on a yearly basis.

Remember, this aff ects the angling com-
munity by cutting funding for specialty li-
cense plate-supported programs such as Fish 
Florida, Protect Our Reefs, Tampa Bay Estu-
ary, Go Fishing, Save Our Seas, and many 
others.

In a survey of non-profi t specialty plate 
accounting departments for the various orga-

nizations report that revenues are down and 
new plate sales are getting crushed.      

The numbers simply don’t lie.

As the specialty plate community realized 
that the State hadn’t dealt them a fair hand, 
they began to speak out and ask for answers.  
Th e response from the DMV and legislators 
was not exactly what was expected.  Actually, 
it was pretty shocking.     

A top DMV offi  cial came out publically 
and came up with a couple of curious excuses 
such as, “the end of cash for clunkers caused 
this,” and “your organizations are bad at mar-
keting, “as the reason for the sales decrease.  It 
would seem rather far-fetched that the day af-
ter, September 1, 2009, the marketing for ev-
ery specialty license plate in the state simply 
fell apart and caused a crash in sales.  Excuses 
like that appear to be more of a smokescreen 
than anything else.

Th e specialty plate community feels as 
if the State, DMV and DOT have begun to 
circle the wagons in an eff ort to defl ect any 
responsibility for making what appears to be 
an unfortunate mistake.  Th e State offi  cials 
who conjured this fee increase, have nobody 
to blame but themselves, as it was they who 
came up with this solution to close the budget 
gap.

As we’re growing up through childhood, 
we hopefully learn that everyone makes mis-
takes in life and it’s how you handle those 
mistakes that defi nes your maturity and char-

acter.  It’s aff ectionately called, doing the right 
thing, to make amends, but based on recent 
reactions, it appears that the folks at State 
may have forgotten that virtue.

Florida’s legislature, DMV and DOT have 
made a huge mistake by raising the fees on 
specialty plates that support non-profi t or-
ganizations.  Th ere is little question that the 
long-term eff ect will be harmful to the fi shing 
and conservation community and it’s time for 
the State to own up and make it right.

If the folks who we elect to offi  ce don’t 
think the fi shing and specialty plate com-
munity can impact them, just know, there are 
now 1,446,943 specialty plate holders, plus 
their families and supporters, in the State of 
Florida.  If our politicians and their appoin-
tees think a group of this size can’t aff ect who 
gets elected in November, that is a mistake 
of underestimation that could come back to 
haunt them. 

What can you do to help?
Call or email your state representatives, 
legislators, congressional offi  ces and tell 
them that they should be rethinking their 
position in approving such a poorly-
thought out initiative that slashes funding 
to non-profi ts.  Let them know that your 
vote is up for grabs and if they want to 
prove themselves worthy of your support, 
they will sponsor and support eff orts to 
repeal the increased fees on all specialty 
license plates that support non-profi ts 
and especially fi shing.

A Multi Million Dollar Blunder by the State of Florida
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