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Press Release 
 

Shark Savers demands trade regulations and control of 

Manta Rays and their products 

Proposal to include Manta Rays in Appendix II of CITES 

 

Shark Savers Germany e.V. and Partners from science, diving 

industry, and economy ask the member countries of the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES) to approve the proposal to include 

Manta Rays in the conventions’ appendix. 

The advisory committee currently discusses an inclusion of Manta 

Rays in Appendix II. This would enable a strict trade control of 

Manta Rays and their products as well as their import and export. 

Approval of the proposal is needed to stop the proceeding 

overfishing of Mantas and to prevent their extinction.  

In recent years Manta Rays have been under a lot of pressure 

from the fishing industry. Reason is the growing demand for their 

gills in Asia. The gill rakes are sold there as an elixir under the 

name of „Peng Yu Sai“ and can realize prices as high as US$ 

680/kg. As there is no reference to gill rakes in Traditional Chinese 
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Medicine, there is room for hope that the trade with this new 

market product can be banned before it is too late.  

The centre of trade is Guangzhou in China where circa 99% of gill 

rakes are traded. The dramatic increase of this target fishery 

especially within the last decade has resulted in the worlds’ Manta 

populations having already decreased by 50 – 86%.  

Their biological trades make Manta Rays especially vulnerable for 

overfishing. With an average lifespan of 40 years Mantas are very 

long-lived and usually do not reach maturity until the age of ten. A 

female Manta hence has a reproductive potential of five to 15 

offspring throughout her entire life.  Their slow foraging behavior in 

large groups near the surface makes Mantas additionally 

vulnerable to fishermen. If the naturally small populations 

decrease further in size, Mantas will not be able to encounter each 

other in the oceans and hence will not be able to reproduce.  

The economic consequences of the Manta fishery endanger 

especially the tourism industry. The value of Manta Rays for this 

industry alone is considered to be higher than US$ 100 Mio yearly. 

The ecological consequences are hitherto unclear - however the 

question arises whether we should take the risk to find out.  

The basis for the CITES proposal were the results of the first 

comprehensive study “The Global Threat to Manta and Mobula 

Rays” which Shark Savers published 2011. It was conducted 

within the framework of the Shark Savers project “Manta Ray of 
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Hope” for which Shark Savers and WildAid collaborated with 

Manta scientists on a global scale.  

“Manta Ray of Hope” is supported by Shark Savers Germany e.V. 

and by Shark Savers’ worldwide collaborators, including e.g. 

National Geographic, Mares, and Sir Richard Branson. They all 

cooperate in a directed PR campaign to increase the chance of a 

CITES listing.  

About Shark Savers Germany e.V.:  

Shark Savers Germany e.V. was founded 2012 as an 

independent sister organization of Shark Savers. The 

Nongovernmental Organization (NGO) dedicates itself to the 

conservation and protection of sharks and rays, and thereby the 

conservation of a healthy ocean. Focus of their work is the 

promotion of scientific research and the conduction of their own 

research projects to develop and conduct effective campaigns 

based on the acquired results. Their activities focus on Germany 

and the Germanic region, respectively, while research and 

conservation projects are conducted and supported internationally.  

 

About CITES (Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora): 

CITES in an international agreement between governments. It 

aims to ensure that international trade of wild animals and plants 

does not threaten their survival. It does so by regulating 

international trade of endangered fauna and flora. All species 

considered by CITES can be listed in three Appendices. Appendix 
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II includes species that are not necessarily threatened with 

extinction, but in which trade must be controlled in order to ensure 

that species’ survival.   

 

More information about Shark Savers Germany e.V. can be found 

here: www.sharksavers.org/de 

More information about the „Manta Ray of Hope“ project can be 

found here: http://www.mantarayofhope.com/ 

 

Press contact: 

Shark Savers Germany e.V. 

Manuel Wendt (Chief Executive Officer) 
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