
31 December 2011 
 
Dear Family and Friends, 
 
Today is the last day of 2011 - a time for thinking back and looking forward. Also a time to thank you 
for your annual ‘newsletters’, and Christmas cards and greetings, and to wish you all a very Happy 
New Year with lots of wonderful days throughout the coming year.  
 
The Dalai Lama says: “What is the meaning of life? To be happy and useful.” That is my wish for you 
all for 2012 and beyond. Hugh Downs (not for sure who he is!) says, “A happy person is not a person 
in a certain set of circumstances, but rather a person with a certain set of attitudes.”  This is the New 
Year’s resolution I am setting for myself today… that even if I don’t always find myself in the best of 
circumstances, I can still manage to muster the best, most positive attitude.  
 
Our year was dominated my two main events (as you will see below):  
 
1) Almost half the year involved both Jon and me working together on a consultancy project in 

Zambia, for Chemonics with the clients being the United States Millennium Challenge 
Corporation and the Zambian government Millennium Challenge Account and the Zambia 
Wildlife Authority (ZAWA). As part of a ten-person team, we conducted a Situational Analysis 
and a Livelihoods study for the nine Game Management Areas (GMAs) around Kafue National 
Park (KNP) in western Zambia. I was the ‘social/cultural/gender specialist’ for both aspects of the 
project, and the designer, trainer, and supervisor of the participatory research element of the 
Livelihoods Study. Jon was the environmental economist for the entire project plus the Team 
Leader for the Livelihoods Study. This was our first time to work together in the field in about six 
years and the first time that Jon was effectively my ‘boss’. Interesting times, to say the least! We 
had months of 15-hour days and no weekends off; spending time in Lusaka in meetings, 
interviews, collecting data and reviewing documents. We had two field trips of three weeks each 
in the KNP GMAs, where we mostly camped in quite primitive conditions, in very cold weather, 
waking up to thick frost on the tent each morning. July 2011 was apparently Zambia’s coldest 
month in recorded history. Despite the long days and hours bouncing around on bad roads, we met 
and worked with many interesting people, saw some wildlife and some beautiful scenery, and 
generally had a good time. 
 

2) The other main activity we were engaged in from February to December this year was building a 
second home for investment/holiday/possible retirement in South Africa. The place is in Lake 
Brenton, an outlying suburb of Knysna, in the ‘Garden Route’, a magical area between the 
Outeniqua and Tsitsikamma mountains to the north and the Indian Ocean to the south. We 
recently returned from two weeks there sorting out all the final details, such as landscaping, office 
cupboards and shelves, window blinds and curtain rods, security alarm systems, etc. in preparation 
to rent it out, hopefully on an annual basis for the next few years, until we decide to move down 
there. Although we could not afford a house looking over the Knysna Lagoon or the ocean, we are 
very happy with what we have. We bought two plots with a combined area of just over 1200m2; 
building for the moment on only one, while keeping the other as a natural ‘forest’ between our 
neighbour and us. With that one to the north, a common ground landscaped in indigenous fynbos 
to the east, and a patch of indigenous forest to the south that can’t be built on, we feel like we are 
really living in the bush, complete with frequent visits by bushbuck, guineafowl, angulate tortoise, 
and abundant forest birdlife including the Knysna Loerie, Chorister Robin and Forest Buzzard. 
And we are only a ten-minute walk to the lagoon and a 5km drive/walk to a stunning 7km stretch 
of wild beach, where we can even take the dogs for walks and runs. Once we move there, you will 
all be invited to be our guests! 
 
Best wishes for 2012 from Beth, Jon, Marula and Baby (the dogs), MyCat and YourCat (the cats) 
and Software, Floppy Diskette, and Spam (the tortoises) 



  
Travel Conditions for Visitors to the Greater Kafue National Park (GKNP) 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Tourism Sights and Sites in or near the KNP Game Management Areas (GMA) 
 

 

 

Lake Itezhi Tezhi, Kafue National Park 

Miombo woodland made up of mainly Brachystegia bussei  

Nanzhila Plains Safari Camp, 
south-eastern Kafue National 
Park 



Mukambi Lodge waterfront 
(note crocodile floating) on 
the Kafue River 

Basil, the Hippo, happily resting in 
the Mukambi Lodge bar area. He 
comes up the stairs from the river 
every night to sleep at the lodge! 



Mukambi Lodge boat transfer 
on the Kafue River to start an 
evening game drive 

Mukambi Lodge boat ride on the Kafue River  



Chiefs in the KNP GMA Chiefdoms 
 

Chief Moomba and the Chemonics team, including Jon (below) and Beth (further below), 
Mulobezi 

 

Chief Siachitema in 
Bilili Springs GMA 



Knysna December 2011 
 

The Surrounding Area 
 

  

  Featherbeds Nature Reserve to southeast of our house Gouna Forest, Garden Route 
National Forest 

Common ground with bushbuck behind our house to northeast 
Our jetty on Knysna Lagoon (10 min walk from house) 

View looking down on 'The Woods' (our housing development; 
Candleberry Drive is the curved road at the left) and Knysna 

Lagoon with Outeniqua Mountains in distance 

View of the Indian Ocean from the top of our hill (Brenton 
Beach is 5km from our house) with Buffalo Bay in the distance  



Our house and visitors to the back yard: 
29 Candleberry Drive, Lake Brenton, Knysna, South Africa 

 
 

Guineafowl mothers and babies visit many times throughout the day 

West side of house 

Bushbuck come down every morning and evening 



Erf 713 at the left, Erf 712 in the middle with front of house (Beth’s office with two windows to right of double garage) landscaping will be done 
week of 9 January), and indigenous forest patch to the right of Erf 712 

 
 
 
 
 

South porch and back of braai (BBQ) East porch with doors to living room East side of house, living room, back 
entrance doors, and master bedroom 

North side with windows for master 
bathroom, Jon's office, guest bathroom, 

and guest bedroom 

Looking out from master bedroom door and windows Looking out from back doors and living room 


